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case if the organ of knowing had been conferred, for
example, upon some species of large bird or reptile;
but in fact something a little less anomalous, but of
the same kind, actually occurs. The line along
which man has descended is not regarded by zoolo-
gists as by any means the most highly developed
line of the mammalian class. It is a very short line
and leads directly back through the apes and lemurs
to the marsupials and monotremes, animals of much
lower systematic order, the last named forming a
partial transition to birds. Most of the other devel-
oped mammals, such as the Carnivora and Ungulata,
have a much longer ancestry, and have really attained
a far higher stage of development. In the matter of
digits it is maintained that true progress is charac-
terized by a reduction in their number, and that the
highest stage is not reached until they are reduced
to one, as in the horse. In this respect man is a
slight advance upon the apes in having lost the
thumbs of his feet. No one can deny that the power
of flight would have been an immense advantage to
man, yet few mammals possess this power, and it is
chiefly confined to creatures of low organization.

It is difficult to conceive of a being entirely differ-
ent in form from man taking the place that he has
acquired; but if any one of the structurally higher
races possessed the same brain development it would
have had the same intelligence, and although its
achievements would doubtless have been very differ-
ent from his, they would have had the same rank